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President’s Corner

The Year in Review


As we move into the New Year, I would like to thank our St. Louis Gateway AUSA members and supporters for another outstanding year. This year we set the standard for success, and I am confident that next year will be even better.


We had a number of major events over the past year of which we can truly be proud. At the annual Leadership Awards Ceremony in April, we received dozens of applications from across the region. As a result, we presented 28 cash awards to students and Soldiers of the Year from major commands from across the greater St. Louis area. This would not be possible without the generous support of our industry and corporate sponsors. The 2010 keynote speaker was Dennis Muilenburg, Executive Vice President and Chief Executive Officer of Boeing Space and Security. 


In June we celebrated the Army’s 235th Birthday at the Renaissance St. Louis Grand Hotel. Dave Glover, a local radio personality, was the guest speaker.  Our local AUSA Chapter has enjoyed a proud tradition of providing support to this world-class event over the past several years.

Military Appreciation Day was bigger and better than any in history. This annual event is conducted in partnership with the Fort Leonard Wood Chapter of AUSA. We were also joined by the James S. McDonnell USO, who brought their mobile kitchen and snacks for the families and friends. One of the highlights was Dave Glover and his competitive Barbeque team, who made hundreds of pulled pork BBQ sandwiches.  Al Hrabosky, the announcer for the Cardinals and a former member of the Army Reserve, spent time talking to Soldiers and giving autographs. Apache Village RV Service provided a beautiful motor home, which also served as a cooling station on that hot St. Louis day!

We served over 850 service members and family members. The St. Louis Cardinals promoted the day with special video salute and a spectacular Opening Pitch ceremony featuring Cardinal stars who had served in the military.
In addition to the businesses that contributed food and beverages, we received a generous contribution from the former Rams Quarterback Marc Bulger.  As always, Anheuser-Busch was a strong supporter of the event.

Another highlight of the summer was the annual charity Golf Tournament at Bear Creek Golf Course. This year’s tournament raised more money for the Chapter’s leadership awards program than ever before. The tournament was won by the team lead by Rick Seiler.  Many thanks to John Holmes for once again leading this event.

The accomplishments of the chapter were honored at the Annual 2010 Meeting and Exposition in Washington, DC. The chapter received 14 streamers from General Gordon Sullivan, National President of the Association of the United States Army.
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2010 Mid-America Army Birthday Ball in St. Louis

by Mike W. Petersen (SDDC (AMC))
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The 2010 Mid-America Army Birthday Ball, was held June 12 at the Renaissance St. Louis Grand Hotel in St. Louis, Mo. Commands represented included U.S. Transportation Command, Army Human Resources Command St. Louis, and Military Surface Deployment and Distribution Command. Ceremonial duties were performed by the Human Resources Command Honor Guard. Radio personality Dave Glover was the guest speaker, and live music was performed by U.S. Air Force's Starlifter, part of Air Mobility Command's Air Force Band of Mid-America. 

Hundreds of service members honored on Military Appreciation Day
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The parking lot outside of Busch Stadium was the scene of a tailgate party prior to the Military Appreciation Day at the baseball game. The party combined the efforts of the St. Louis Gateway Chapter and the Fort Leonard Wood Chapter of the Association of United States Army to provide food and beverages for over 1200 service members and families. This year AUSA was joined by corporate sponsors including the St. Louis Cardinals, Boeing, Anheuser-Busch, The Marc Bolger Foundation, Dr. Pepper and Frito Lay. 
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The James S. McDonnell USO provided a mobile kitchen. Local DJ David Glover of FM News Talk 97.1 brought his competitive Bar-B-Q team to the party to provide “Pulled Pork” sandwiches. Former baseball star and current broadcaster Al Hrabosky joined the group to provide autographs and pictures. Apache Village Recreational Vehicle Center provided a 40ft motor home.
[image: image11.jpg]



Several hundred soldiers arrived by bus led by Major General David E. Quantock, Commanding General of Fort Leonard Wood. There were service members of all branches from Scott Air Force Base represented by Major General James L. Hodge.


Before the St. Louis Cardinals baseball game there was a video presentation at the stadium followed by ceremonial throwing of the “first pitch.” This year’s Military Appreciation Day was the largest and most successful to date.
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Golf Tournament raises money for Leadership Awards
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Bear Creek Golf Club in St. Charles County was the sight of the St Louis Gateway Chapter AUSA Annual Tournament. 59 golfers spent the day enjoying moderate temperatures. The winning team was led by Rick Seiler.


After the tournament, the golfers enjoyed a dinner in the clubhouse followed by a silent auction featuring autographed baseball from current and past St. Louis Cardinals.


This year’s tournament raised money for the chapter’s annual Leadership Awards program.
Fisher House St. Louis Facts

The Fisher House in St. Louis is a non-profit organization established to collect funds for construction of a Fisher House at the St. Louis VA Medical Center. Target date for construction is 2009, with completion in 2010.
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The St. Louis VA Medical Center has been designated as a “Polytrauma Center” for treating Veterans wounded in Iraq and Afghanistan. To provide treatment for Veterans suffering from single or multiple traumas, specialized care is provided for: traumatic brain injury, spinal cord injury, advanced prosthetics, and mental health.
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The largest number of Veterans visiting our medical facility will continue to be Veterans from past conflicts and service. 

As these Veterans age, specific programs are available in: open heart surgery, general surgery, radiation therapy, intensive care, nursing home, and hospice care.

For ALL Veterans undergoing extensive treatment or rehabilitation --- family support is essential to the healing process.

 Family members want to stay with their loved ones during treatment, but few can afford extended stays in commercial lodgings.

This is the role of a Fisher House. It provides warm, caring, comfortable, and convenient lodging for family members --- at no charge. This allows the families constant access to their Veteran to help in the healing process. The St. Louis Fisher House will be constructed on the Jefferson Barracks VA Medical Center campus in south St. Louis. Although the VA will donate the site, government funds cannot be used for construction.

The $5 million cost of construction will be shared by the national Fisher House Foundation and the local Fisher House in St. Louis corporation. The Fisher House Foundation will administer all contracts for constructing and furnishing the building.

Once constructed, the Fisher House Foundation will then donate the building to the VA. From that point forward, the VA will staff and maintain the Fisher House for patient’s families. To make this home a reality, the Fisher House in St. Louis must raise one-half of the $5 million construction cost --- or $2½ million dollars. The remainder will be provided by the Fisher House Foundation.

Army History

Truman, you’re too old...


As World War II broke out in Europe, America rushed to shore up her defenses. The Reserve Soldier, who had been neglected during the years since World War I, suddenly became important. 


Harry S. Truman, a U.S. Senator from Missouri and a member of the Organized Reserve Corps 102d Division, received a routine questionnaire from the War Department about his availability for active duty. 


He stated, "Yes" he was available. 


He could leave, "immediately.”


When asked, "Are you considered essential where you are presently employed?" Truman said, "Depends on who is telling the story..." 


After Pearl Harbor, Truman wanted to get into the war. After all, he was a colonel in the ORC back in Missouri who was currently commanding an artillery regiment. He had served as a battery commander in World War I. 


Truman asked General George C. Marshall, Chief of Staff of the Army for a chance to serve.” You’re too old," Marshall said. "You better stay in the Senate where you will do the more good."


"I'm not any older than you are," said Truman, at 58.


”But I'm already in," responded the Chief of staff. 


Truman later said, "I don't think General Marshall wants any Senators in his Army.”


Harry S. Truman was a member of the Army Reserve. Many people, who think they know Harry Truman, will tell you that he was a member of the National Guard but they forget he was a Reservist. They are surprised to discover that Truman served in the Army Reserve from 1920 to 1953. His service was typical of the history of the component during those years.


On Flag day 1905, Harry Truman, then a clerk in the National Bank of Commerce, joined the Missouri National Guard. His enlistment was probably motivated by the usual rationale at the time: adventure (getting away from the small town drudgery), comradeship (units were social organization as well as military), and service to state and nation. It was not motivated by a desire for money.


"I seem to recall that we each had to pay 25 cents per drill for the use of the armory," Truman recalled. The money paid for upkeep and janitorial service. There was no such thing as drill pay in those days.


When Truman's battery was called to active duty to go to Texas in 1916, he couldn't go because he was harvesting wheat on the family farm. 


A year later, when America entered World War I, Sergeant Truman was happy to go. The war offered several opportunities to the thirty-three year old farmer. It was a turning point in his life. When the National Guard activated a new artillery regiment, Truman was offered a commission. 


1st Lieutenant Harry Truman went to France with F Battery, 2nd Missouri Field Artillery. His unit was reorganized and became part of the 35th Division. The story of how he became commander of D Battery is legendary to Truman scholars. 


"D Battery, called 'Dizzy D,' had had four commanders in four months," he said. "It was the worst battery in the regiment. I figured I would soon be the fifth former commander." 


“The battery was made up of a "lot of Irish boys from Kansas City, many of them from Rockhurst College. When I met with the NCOs, I said I did not come here to get along with you. You are here to get along with me...and if you think that you can't, speak up right now and I will punch you in the nose."


D Battery under Captain Truman went on to be one of the best units in the regiment. It compiled a good war record, participating in several major engagements. In May of 1919, Truman returned to civilian life. 


Recent biographies of Truman described his command during World War I as his first real success in life. He had delayed marrying Margaret Wallace, his childhood sweetheart, until he could "amount to something." He felt that after his experience in the war, he had finally "turned the corner," after several failures as a farmer and other disappointing ventures. In the spring of 1919 the thirty-four year old veteran was about to launch a new career in partnership with his boyhood friend, Eddie Jacobs, in a haberdashery. When he was offered the opportunity to stay in the National Guard he turned it down. 


By December his interest in the military again surfaced and he applied for a commission as a "Major in the Artillery Reserve Corps." The following month he received his commission as a "Major, Field Artillery Section of the Officer Reserve Corps of the Army of the United States." He was assigned to 1st Battalion, 379th Field Artillery Regiment of the 102d Division (the predecessor of the 102d Army Reserve Command). 


From 1920 until 1953, Harry S. Truman was an officer in the Organized Reserve Corps (ORC) which became the Army Reserve. It is possible to look back and say that his Reserve service was part of his political life. Truman's reputation as a senator was made fighting graft in defense contracts before World War II. This brought him to the attention of the Democratic leadership which led to his selection as the almost unknown vice presidential candidate in 1944. 


Truman looked at his Reserve career differently. Every letter or document from Truman to military leaders expressed his desire to be "just an ordinary Reservist." When he became a senator, the Army transferred him out of his command into the "General Assignments Group by reason of your status as a Member of Congress." Truman fired back a pointed letter demanding to know why they had taken away his command without consulting him. He stated he intended to continue to be a regular Reserve officer and he wanted his command back. The Army quickly complied.


When the War Department offered to waive requirements for promotion because of his status as a congressman, he fired back a letter which said "I have always been responsible for my own physical fitness and my qualifications for promotion. I will ask for no special treatment.


The Army Reserve of the period was almost exclusively officers. The ORC was conceived as a cadre force of officers who would form the nucleus of a fully-manned organization upon mobilization. There were efforts to establish an Enlisted Reserve Corps, yet one of the complaints Truman used to raise to his wife in his letters from "summer camp" was about "lieutenants and captains were doing enlisted work, while colonels and majors never got real leadership experience.


Outside of Annual Training (AT), there was no drill pay, no retirement, and no benefits. ORC officers occupied their training time with correspondence courses on military subjects. There were lectures and field exercises at AT with artillery drills and calisthenics. Summer camp was usually at Fort Riley. The Reserve billets were tents in a cantonment area. Truman spent a lot of time on horseback (American field artillery was not yet motorized). He created competitions between batteries with the offices acting as gun crews. At one camp, Truman and another Kansas City Reservist fired against two officers from St. Louis. Truman, of course, won.


When Truman became eligible for promotion to lieutenant colonel in 1925, the promotion board was conducted in Kansas City by a Colonel E. M. Slayton. Colonel Slayton was a Reserve Engineer officer. He was required to not only look at Truman's record, military education, but to review a 500 word-thesis "on some technical subject pertaining to field artillery." Truman wrote a paper called "Trajectory." He was promoted the following month. In typical Army fashion, Truman's promotion orders did not arrive in time for AT and he went to summer camp as a major.


It was during this period that Truman almost took an active duty detail to the General Staff in Washington D. C. for six months. Today, we would call this a short tour. Truman wanted to go, but could not find a satisfactory way to get away from his job as Presiding Judge of Jackson County Court. His up-and-coming political career caused another unusual incident.


In June of 1924, he received his orders for AT at Fort Riley. He never made it. When a letter was sent asking for an explanation, Truman said he was in the middle of a hot political campaign "making speeches three times a day every day." The excuse was accepted. 


The early thirties found Truman entering the phase of his political career when he shook off the cloud of suspicion about his connection with the Pendergast Machine in Kansas City and won a surprising victory as the senator from Missouri.


His Reserve duties changed. The Citizens Military Training Camps (CMTC) were military camps where civilians came and underwent some brief military training conducted by Reserve officers. As the Depression deepened, the regular meals and decent facilities drew thousands to the camps. Truman spent two years at Camp Pike, Arkansas, and Camp Ripley, Minnesota, training these "green troops.


His desire to remain in the active Reserve after his election to the Senate marked another change. During his Congressional years, he requested that he be allowed to attend Annual Training "at no expense to the government." This meant that another officer could use the limited available funds to participate in Annual Training.


After his attempt to get into the fight during World War II he was transferred to the General Assignment Group again, Truman's active reserve career came to an end. He was still an officer and had his commission. He still considered himself a Reservist. Even in the White House he would occasionally sign correspondence "Colonel, Field Artillery.


Harry Vaughn, the first reserve officer to become military aide to the President, was Truman's link to the Reserve world. Vaughn had been Truman's executive officer in the Field Artillery Regiment. With Truman's backing, he was now a major general. 


While he was President, a citizen wrote the War Department to ask why Colonel Truman was still only a Colonel. Weren't years as Commander-in-Chief credible towards promotion? After all, Harry Vaughn, who was only a lieutenant colonel at the start of the war, was now a two-star general. This set off a flurry of bureaucratic maneuvering to get Truman promoted. The Judge Advocate General handed down two different opinions. In the end, probably when Truman found out about it, the promotion proposal was dropped.


Another inquiry came from the Army Times. A reporter was doing a feature on retirement. He asked "Is President Truman entitled to military retirement, how much?"


Again a flurry of activity in the Pentagon produced a statement that "Yes, he would be entitled to about $90 per month; however he is still in the active Reserve."


Since 60 is usually the retirement age for Reservists (which Truman passed in 1944), the question arose, "Who was going to tell Truman that he was retired?" The decision bounced between the Pentagon and the White House until the end of Truman's term. 


September 29, 1952, he was transferred into the "Honorary Reserve." Finally on January 31, 1953, Colonel Harry S. Truman retired. When he returned to Independence, Missouri, the only income he had was the $112.56 per month as a retired member of the Army Reserve. There was no presidential or senatorial retirement. He could not even qualify for Social Security because the Congress and the President were not covered. 


Harry Truman always enjoyed his military service. He was proud of his ability as a commander and soldier. As an artillerist, he was technically proficient.


Years after leaving the White House, a young lieutenant happened across Mr. Truman at his library in Independence. When he spied the crossed cannons on the soldier's blouse, he engaged him in discussion on the finer points of artillery. Truman still knew his stuff. 


Truman's contributions to the strength of the Reserve are great. His experiences on the hot plain of Fort Riley gave him an appreciation for the need of the Reserve Components. His claim as a "Founder of ROA" is secure because he formed the "Reserve Officer's Club" in Kansas City which became one of the first chapters of ROA. Throughout his Reserve career he was a very active force in ROA. 


In his political career he was a strong advocate of Reserve issues. His influence, knowledge and hard work tipped the balance on a number of battles for Reservists. 


Even during the White House years, the Reserve was never far from his mind. When Reserve leaders needed help, General Vaughn could always get them in to see "the boss." 


After retirement, Truman continued to be a force in Reserve affairs. He enjoyed appearing and speaking on Reserve issues. Today his contribution is honored in different ways, including two fountains presented to the Truman Library by the ROA in September, 1974. 
This article by then Captain Frank Tucker appeared the “Officer” magazine in May 1984 to mark the 100 year anniversary of Harry S Truman’s birth. It was sighted in David McClullough’s biography “Truman.”
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SSG (Ret) Dan Barnes cheers his first pitch which made it to the plate. Al Hrabosky congratulates him.
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