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President’s Corner

Memorial Day is about remembering

Memorial Day marks the beginning of summer. For most of us we associate this holiday with family gatherings, pool openings, and relaxation. We sometimes forget that the real reason for Memorial Day is to remember the sacrifices of service members who died in defense of our freedom. In this newsletter you will find a thoughtful commentary about the meaning of Memorial Day from the President of the Association of the United States Army Gordon R. Sullivan.
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June is also the month that we mark the 235th birthday of the Army. Locally, we will join our comrades at the Mid-America Army Birthday Ball on June 12th at the Renaissance St. Louis Grand Hotel. This ball is sponsored by the Scott Air Force Base Army Element Booster Club and is hosted by the commanders of the Military Surface Deployment and Distribution Command, The Army Element of the U. S. Transportation Command and the Human Resources Command – St. Louis.  Your local AUSA St. Louis Gateway Chapter is also a major supporter.

The St. Louis Gateway Chapter of AUSA recently completed the 15th Annual Leadership Awards Ceremony. We honored 28 students and Soldiers. See the article about this event and a list of the winners. The featured speaker was Dennis Muilenburg president and chief executive officer of Boeing Defense, Space & Security. Mr. Muilenburg is also the Vice President, Community Relations of the St. Louis Gateway Chapter of AUSA.


As the summer unfolds, the chapter has two upcoming events. On August 21st we will join with the Fort Leonard Wood Chapter of AUSA to stage Military Appreciation Day outside Busch Stadium for service members and their families. We provide food and beverages from a location in the parking lot across from Al Hrabosky’s Ballpark Saloon. This year we are adding a special emphasis on getting service members from Scott Air Force Base to join the hundreds of troops and family members who come from Fort Leonard Wood. 


The other event coming up on Monday September 20th is the 2010 AUSA Gateway Golf Tournament at Bear Creek Golf Course. Save the date and plan to play. The details of this tournament will be posted on our website www.gatewayausa.org .

Don’t forget about our General Membership Meeting, which will take place at Scott AFB on 12 November 2010.  You are cordially invited, and we look forward to seeing you there!
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This is the time of year that we as a nation pause to recall the “selfless service” of millions of American that marks every Memorial Day. We should heed the advice of General John Logan who wrote in 1868: “Let no neglect, no ravages of time, testify to the present or to the coming generations that we have forgotten as a people the cost of a free and undivided republic.”   
We have been a nation at war since Sept. 11, 2001.  That fact means honoring those who made the ultimate sacrifice and also recognizing all those still serving. They and their families continue to sacrifice for our country and deserve our strong and continuing support. 
            This summer, we will be seeing the drawing down of American forces in Iraq to 50,000 soldiers.  We all need to recognize that the sacrifices of all those who served there were not made in vain.
            As I noted in an earlier President’s Corner: “Many of the brave troops who brought peace to Iraq will be doing the same hard work in Afghanistan.” 
            As we reflect on Memorial Day, we know that the American service men and service women since World War II have brought peace and prosperity to Germany, Japan and Korea, liberated Kuwait and brought stability to the Balkans. 
            At the Association of the United States Army, we know that those who serve their country in uniform are a select group of dedicated men and women.  Today, they are all volunteers. Since the Revolution, they have been the guarantors of our freedom, often in harm’s way in faraway lands.
            The words of Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes aptly sum up why the nation still celebrates Memorial Day. “So to the indifferent inquirer who asks why Memorial Day is still kept up we may answer, it celebrates and solemnly reaffirms from year to year a national act of enthusiasm and faith. It embodies in the most impressive form our belief that to act with enthusiasm and faith is the condition of acting greatly. To fight out a war, you must believe something and want something with all your might. So must you do to carry anything else to an end worth reaching. More than that, you must be willing to commit yourself to a course, perhaps a long and hard one, without being able to foresee exactly where you will come out. All that is required of you is that you should go some whither as hard as ever you can. The rest belongs to fate.”
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            Through its 60-year history, AUSA has taken as part of its mission to honor the fallen and yesterday’s and today’s wounded warriors. We also recognize the service of generations of soldiers, veterans, retirees and their families.  AUSA remains fully committed to being the Voice for the Soldier and provide Support for the Army.
Upcoming Events

Saturday June 12 – Mid-America Army Birthday Ball, Renaissance St. Louis Grand Hotel, 8th and Washington, St. Louis, Missouri
Saturday August 21 - Military Appreciation Day at Busch Stadium 

Monday September 20 – AUSA Gateway Golf Tournament Bear Creek Golf Course, 

Wentzville, MO
Friday, November 12 – AUSA General Membership Meeting, Scott AFB, IL

St. Louis Gateway Chapter of the Association of the US Army (AUSA) recognizes students and soldiers
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St. Louis, MO – The St Louis Gateway Chapter of the Association of the US Army recognized 28 outstanding students and soldiers at the 15th Annual Leadership Awards Ceremony on April 27th. The ceremony was held at the Missouri Athletic Club. 
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Twenty one students were selected for academic achievement, community involvement, and as a result of a written essay with awards from $1000 to $2500. Seven Soldiers of the Year were also recognized at the banquet. Each soldier received an award of $500. Local Army commands selected the soldiers.


The featured speaker was Dennis Muilenburg president and chief executive officer of Boeing Defense, Space & Security. The colors were presented by the Human Resource Command Honor Guard. The group also conducted a “Missing Man Ceremony,” to commemorate POW/MIAs. Entertainment was provided by Jack Butterfield with vocals by Jamie Torres.

Soldier of the Year Winners

MSG Coreen M. Ingram            
Human Resource Command

SGT Chad C. Spinello               
10th PSYOP BN

SGT Pompone N. Katambwa     
70th Troop Command

Cadet Elijah Murrell                   
Gateway Army ROTC BN

SGT Joseph D. Deimund          
USTRANSCOM JTRU

SGT Teneya Townsend            
835th CSSB

                             


AUSA Student Winners

 

Students in Uniform:
Cadet Kanazia Thompson 

Beaumont High School ROTC       

$2000

SFC Michael Calvillo      

USTRANSCOM                                           
$1500

Cadet Michael Gulley      

Beaumont High School ROTC                        
$1000

SGT Dezmond Perkins    

US Army HRC                                                 
$1000

SSG Yolanda Prox          

US Army HRC                                                 
$1000

 
Honorable Mention:
Cadet Michael Green      

Beaumont High School ROTC                         
$500

SSG Marquet Harris        

US Army HRC                                                  
$500

PFC Brad Wieberg          

1140th MP Company                                       
$500

 

Child of Parent Serving:
Jose Pagan                       

Father & Mother HRC                                      
$2500

Rachael Berenz               

Father HRC                                                        
$1500

Rebecca Moran               

Mother - AGR                                                    
$1000

 
Child of Veteran:
Erik Neeley                      

Father & Mother US Army (Ret)                      
$2000

Samantha Marshall          

Father US Army (Ret)                                       
$1500

Brad Schlosser                

Father US Army (Ret)                                        
$1000

 
    High School Seniors With Parent Works for a Defense Contractor or Agency:
Benjamin Kremer            

DeSmet High School            
 DRS                 
$2500

Miki Mullen                     

Webster High School               DRS  

$2000

Steven Doonan                 

Belleville High School East      Boeing             
$1500

Lindsay Kilwin                 

St. Josephs Academy              Boeing             
$1500

Courtney Lindbeck          

Collinsville High School            DCMA             
$1000

Clayton Maxfield             

Triad High School                    Boeing              
$1000

Leslie Smith                     
 
Belleville High School East     USTRASCOM 
$1000

 

Museums Offer Free Admission to Military Families 
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By Elaine Wilson

American Forces Press Service 

WASHINGTON, May 24, 2010 - Active duty servicemembers and their families will gain free access to hundreds of museums throughout the nation this summer, thanks to a partnership between the National Endowment for the Arts and Blue Star Families. 

More than 600 museums in 50 states and the District of Columbia have signed up so far to participate in Operation Appreciation: Blue Star Museums. The program offers active duty servicemembers -- including activated Guard and Reserve -- and up to five of their immediate family members free admission to participating museums from Memorial Day through Labor Day. 

"The Blue Star Museums initiative is a tangible expression of appreciation to servicemembers and their families," said Barbara Thompson, director of the Pentagon's office of family policy, children and youth. "It warms our hearts to see how other federal agencies and local communities can think creatively to recognize their sacrifice and contribution to the nation." 

People can visit  for a complete list of participating museums, which run the gamut from children's and fine arts to history and science museums. Participating museums include the Art Institute of Chicago, Dallas Museum of Art, Los Angeles County Museum of Art, Please Touch Museum in Philadelphia, Museum of Modern Art and the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York City, and all of New Mexico's 14 state-run museums and historic monuments. 

"This is a fantastic opportunity for servicemembers and their families to enjoy the cultural experiences that might have otherwise been inaccessible because of cost," Thompson said. "We truly appreciate the generosity of the National Endowment for the Arts and the participating museums." 

While admission is free of charge, some special or limited-time exhibits may not be included in the program, according to a Blue Star Museums news release. People should contact the museum directly for specifics. 

"There have always been wonderful examples of partnerships between museums and military installations, but the scale of this gift from the museum community to military families is thrilling," Kathy Roth-Douquet, chairman of Blue Star Families, said in a news release. "Military families work hard for this country, and it is gratifying for us to be recognized for that. 

"We anticipate that thousands of military families will participate in the program and visit museums this summer - many of them for the first time," she continued. "Blue Star Families will work hard to help our military families make the most of these opportunities." 

A group of military spouses formed Blue Star Families in December 2008 to raise awareness of the challenges of military family life in partnership with civilian communities and leaders, according to the organization's website. The nonprofit group has grown to include spouses and families from all services and walks of life, including National Guard and Reserve, as well as veterans and civilians. 

Related Sites: 

Blue Star Museums <http://bluestarfam.org/drupal/bluestarmuseums>

Participating Museums <http://www.arts.gov/national/bluestarmuseums/index.php>

Blue Star Families <http://bluestarfam.org/drupal> National Endowment for the Arts <http://www.nea.gov/> 

U. S. Army History - The Camp Jackson Incident


The story of the US Army in the Civil War in Missouri begins with what is known as the “Camp Jackson Incident.” It is one of the most famous events in St. Louis history.


The background events leading to the first conflict of the Civil War in Missouri go back to 1854. Violence had been common in the western part of the state over the future of the territory of Kansas. Slave holders from Missouri had fought abolitionists for control of the Kansas territory. This struggle produced such characters as John Brown and William Quantrill.


In early 1861 as Lincoln’s election drove states throughout the south to secede from the Union, Missouri held a state Constitutional Convention but decided to stay in the Union, but to remain neutral in the coming war supplying neither weapons nor manpower to either side. The state government in Jefferson City was in the hands of pro-secessionists. In early 1861 a pro-secessionist crowd seized 1000 muskets from the US Arsenal at Liberty, Missouri. There was also an US Arsenal in St. Louis with 10,000 weapons and ammunition.
 


St. Louis leaders and merchants were sympathetic to the South because of the city’s close economic ties to southern agriculture. The population was dominated by a large German immigrant community who had been living in the city since the 1840s. These Germans were pro-Union and opposed to slavery. Many had military experience before coming to America. They had formed “quasi-military organizations.”


The US Army in Missouri was commanded by Brigadier General William S. Harney who was friends with local aristocratic slave owners. The Arsenal was commanded Major Peter V. Hagner who was also suspected of being “disloyal to the Union.” Under Hagner was a West Point graduate Captain Nathanial Lyon who was a strong Unionist.


Missouri’s governor, Claiborne Jackson refused President Abraham Lincoln’s call for troops after the attack on Fort Sumpter in April 1861. Jackson called out the Missouri State Militia for “maneuvers.” A force of 669 soldiers under the command of General Daniel M. Frost formed a camp west of St. Louis at a farm known as Lindell Grove. They named it “Camp Jackson” in honor of the governor. It was obvious that the militia’s target was the St. Louis Arsenal.


Both General Harney and Major Hagner had been called back to Washington, DC when the state forces assembled. Captain Lyon seized the initiative by arming the German immigrant “quasi-military organizations.” He made them part of the US Army as “Home Guards.” He moved the remaining weapons across the river into Illinois for safety. 


Lyon allegedly visited Camp Jackson disguised as a woman. It probably did not happen because it would be hard to hid red beard.


Lyons formed his forces in St. Louis. He was joined by a small battalion from nearby Jefferson Barracks under the command of Colonel T. W. Sweeny. Colonel Sweeny put himself under the command of Captain Lyons. The combined force marched out the surrounded Camp Jackson. The state guard realized that they were out numbered and out gunned. They surrendered to Lyon’s force.


The return of the state guard prisoners to the St. Louis Arsenal under guard of Lyon’s men drew an angry crowd. The civilian taunted the German soldiers calling them “Dutch.” Tempers flare as the soldier were hit by rocks and other debris. Someone in the crowd fired a shot and the troops thinking that they were about to be attacked fired into the crowd killing 30 and wounding 50 including women and children.

Standing in the crowd were two future Union generals William T. Sherman and Ulysses S Grant. Sherman and his son were almost hit. The prisoners and their guards finally arrived at the Arsenal, but the riot continued for three days.


When General Harney returned from Washington he tried to make peace with Governor Jackson, but when President Lincoln found out, Harney was relieved of command. Captain Lyon was put in command and promoted to Brigadier General.


After suppressing the riot in St. Louis Lyon’s moved his forces to Jefferson City. The state government had fled the capital leaving the Union forces in charge. Lyons moved to Southern Missouri in pursuit. He met the Confederate Army at Wilson’s Creek near Springfield. In the battle Lyons was killed and the Union force was defeated.


The site of Camp Jackson is currently the campus of St. Louis University. The name of the area is the “Frost Campus” named for the commander of the State Guard. Lindell Grove was owned by General Daniel M. Frost.
Doug Stuart








BG Nathanial Lyon
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